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MRC Units and Key Partnerships with Emergency Response Groups
 

Establishing partnerships with key emergency response groups such as local fire departments and/or sheriffs’ departments are imperative to sustaining a capable and effective MRC unit. The Weber-Morgan Medical Reserve Corps (WMMRC) of Utah developed a partnership with a local sheriff’s department in 2007, leading the unit to collaborate with local fire departments in the area, as well. 

The partnership with the sheriff’s department includes the use of a former FEMA trailer spared after Hurricane Katrina. The sheriff’s department has agreed to maintain and manage the logistics of setting up the trailer wherever and whenever it is deployed. The WMMRC in return, purchases supplies to stock the trailer, and also agreed to provide a Responder Support Team (RST) that is designed to support all first responders when needed, made up of WMMRC volunteers. If an RST is requested by a fire department; the fire department contacts the sheriff’s department, who then contacts the MRC unit coordinator and requests an RST.

Konnie Parke, RN and MRC unit assistant coordinator of the WMMRC, says that the unique partnership between the sheriff’s department and her unit has been successfully put to the test. During March 2009, a large storage unit fire spread within five feet of a large restaurant. Needing additional help, the incident commander requested the RST via the sheriff’s department. The sheriff’s department then worked with the WMMRC to provide the FEMA trailer and RST assistance to the fire department. Due to the effective partnership and collaboration between the three emergency response groups, the WMMRC was able to assist the fire department and provide trained volunteers and supplies to help the victims of the fire.
