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WESTERN STATES SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION

4718 Ponderosa Drive = Carson City, NV 89701-6735

PRESIDENT
Sheriff Hank Ruland
Sublette Co., Wyoming

1" VICE PRESIDENT
Sheriff Wayne Tousley
Twin Falls Co., Idsho

2 VICE PRESIDENT
Sheriff Clay Parker
Tehama Co., California

SEC/TREASURER &
Executive Director

Rid Sheriff Paul McGrath
Carson City/Co., Nevada

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Sheriff’ Andrew Bentz
Matheur Co., Oregon

IMMED. PAST PRESIDENT
Sheniff Jim DuPont
Flathead Co., Montana

2004
‘STATEREPRESENTATIVES

ARIZONA

Sheriff Frank Hughes (Graham Co))
Sheriff Tony Estrada (Senta Cnuz Co))
Sheriff Gary Butler (Navajo Co.) Alt

CALIFORNIA
Sheriff Daniel Paranick (Mooo Co.)
Sheriff Patrick Hedges (San Luis Obispo Co.)

COLORADO
Sheriff Dan Corsentino (Pueblo Co.)
Sheriff John Cocke (Weld Co.)

IDAHO
Sheriff Walt Femling (Blaine Co.)
Sheriff Chuck Reynolds (Shoshone Co.)

MONTANA
Sherifl Tony Harbaugh (Custer Co)
Sheriff Jim Cashell (Gallatin Co.)

NEVADA
Sheriff Neal Harris (Elko Co.)
Sheriff Tony DeMeo (Nve Ca)

NEW MEXTICO
Shenff Darren White (Bemalillo Co.)
Sheriff Roger Hatcher (Curry Co)

OKLAHOMA

Sheriff F. DeWayne Beggs (Cleveland Co)
Sheriff Mike Burgess (Custer Co.)

Sheniff John Whetsel (Oklahoma Co.) Alt

OREGON
Sheriff Tim Evinger (Klamath Co))
Sheriff John Raichi (Clatsop Co.)

TEXAS
Sheniff Tommy Thomas (Harris Co.)
Sheriff James Hodges (Refugio Co)

UTAH
Sheriff Kirk Smith (Washington Co.)
Sheriff Brad Slater (Weber Co.)

WASHINGTON

Sheriff David Reichert (King Co.)
Sheriff Gary Edwards (Thurston Co:)
Sheriff John McCroskey (Lewis Co.) Alt

WYOMING

Sheriff Jim Pond {(Albary Co.)
Shenift Danny Glick (Laramic Co.)
Sheriff Mark Benton (Natrona Co.) Alt

RESOLUTION 2004-02

Pertaining to the Office of Sheriff

WHEREAS, recent public policy discussions have in some sheriff’s jurisdictions
propose substantive reductions in the duties of sheriffs and outright abolishing the Office
itself; and

WHEREAS, sheriffs in the west have responsibitities for the adminisiraiion of
county correction systems/transportation of prisoners. service of the judicial process, and
public safety and investigations handled through the patrol function; and

WHEREAS, sheriffs and their deputies are peace officers and exercise law
enforcement powers concurrently with state and local agencies within counties of their
authority; and

WHEREAS, in some sheriff’s jurisdiction budget constraints with open discussion
of regional approaches and consolidation of services are being considered to eliminate or
reduce the sheriff’s authority and to change the office from “elected” to “appointive”; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Sheriff in most all western jurisdictions can only be
changed with a Constitutional Amendment before a sheriff can be “appointed”; and

WHEREAS, the historical and political significance of electing sheriffs is
fundamental to our American form of government: the control of power by vesting it in the
people; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Western States Sheriffs’
Association keep the elected Office of Sheriff, because it guarantees accountability and
preserves citizen input in local decision-making, and ensures that sheriffs are accountable
to the electorate. Sheriff’s elected status creates a direct and continuing linkage with the
people. This prevents the “bureaucratization” of the office and promotes a positive image
of governinent.

ADOPTED at the Western States Sheriffs’ Association Annual Meeting in Reno,

Nevada on February 19", 2004
T ST% ank Ruland
e 42

President
Paul B. McGrath
Secretary

Rev 7/01/04

WSSA@WORLDNET.ATT.NET « Ph. (775) 882-4686 = Fax (775) 882-5919



